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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )|3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 December 2003 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 03 Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1-12 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

12)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



1. D 

2. D 
3-D 



Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application) 

since a specific reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 
37 CFR 1.78. 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 since a specific 

reference was included in the first sentence of the specification or in an Application Data Sheet. 37 CFR 1 .78. 
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2) Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) [H Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). 

5) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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1 . The amendment filed 12/04/2003 have been entered and made of record. 

2. Applicant's amendment filed 12/04/2003 with respect to claims 1-12 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection.. 

3. Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last Office 
action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

4. Claims 1-12 are pending. 



5. Claim 8 " sending the unsolicited e-mail message to the policy server" is rejected under 
35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and 
distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 



6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



7. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over McCormick 
et al. (U.S.Patent No. 6,023,723) in view of " Here is a zmail ban-spam button" (07 October 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 



1997). 



• 
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In the claim 1, McCormick et al. discloses a system for policing an unsolicited e-mail 
(filter junk e-mails)(see figure 3) comprising: 

♦ a plurality of clients (17, 19), each coupled together using a wide area network (Internet 
and/or intranet 1 1) of computer comprising an Internet; a policy server (central e-mail 
system 21) coupled to each of the plurality of clients (17, 19) through the wide area 
network (Internet and/or intranet 1 1) of computers; 

♦ the policy server being adapted to receive the indication (updated filter addresses ) from 
the client to the policing server (see col.6, lines 33-38, col. 7, lines 45-48). 
McCormick, however, does not disclose an icon on the display, the icon being adapted to 

send the indication from the client. 

"Here is a zmail ban-spam button" (07 October 1997) discloses wherein the e-mail 
device comprises an SPAM icon (ban-spam button) on the display, the SPAM icon being adapted 
to send the indication from the client to the policing server (see "Here is a zmail ban-spam 
button", to ban repeat spam, you only needs the procmail steps below. The zmail steps simply 
provide a push-button interface to ban repeat spam). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to modify the McCormick' s system with the teaching of "Here is a zmail 
ban-spam button" to provide an option icon on the display in order to help the client to speed up 
removing the Junk mail (SPAM). Therefore, the modified system would have been enable the 
policy server being adapted updated e-mail filter in response to each client notification. 
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8. In the claim 2, " Here is a zmail ban- spam button" discloses the policy server is adapted 
to report the unauthorized e-mail message (unwanted e-mail message) (see page 2, in fact, if 
someone does attempt to spam you twice, — your system now automatically sends tern a system 
message response of "permission denied"). 

9. In the claim 3, McCormick et al discloses the policy server is adapted to updated a local 
e-mail filter for the client (25) in response to the unsolicited e-mail (see col. 4, lines 49-56). 

10. In the claim 4, McCormick et al. discloses each of clients (17, 19) comprises an updated 
e-mail filter from the policy server (central location 21) (see figure 3, col.4, lines 48-56). 

11. In the claim 5, McCormick et al. discloses the policy server comprises a log of the 
unsolicited e-mail (see figure 3, col.4, lines 48-56). 

12. In the claim 6, McCormick et al. discloses the unsolicited e-mail message is SPAM (see 
figure 2, col.4, lines 8-14). 

13. In the claim 7, McCormick et al. discloses the display comprises a browser program, the 
browser program being coupled to the e-mail device (see figure 3, web browser or e-mail access 
application). 

14. In the claim 8, McCormick et al. discloses each of the plurality of clients (17, 19) is for a 
different user, where each user is capable to sending the unsolicited e-mail message to the policy 
server (central location 21) (see col. 4, lines 49-56). 

15. In the claim 9, McCormick et al. discloses the policy server (centralized server 21) 
comprises a plurality of SPAM filters (see figure 3, col.4, lines 49-56). 
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16. In the claim 10, McCormick et al. discloses each of clients (17, 19) is coupled to the wide 
area network (Internet 1 1) of computers through an Internet service provider (see figure 3). 

17. Claims 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over the 
combined system (McCormick - "Here is a zmail ban-spam button") in view of Courtney 
Macavinta (Staff Writer, CNET News.com "June 12, 1997"). 

In the claim 1 1, the combined system (McCormick - "Here is a zmail ban-spam button") 
discloses the limitations of claim 1 above. 

However, the combined system (McCormick - "Here is a zmail ban-spam button") is 
silent to disclosing the policing server is provided at a government authority. 

Courtney Macavinta (Staff Writer, CNET News.com "June 12, 1997") discloses the FTC 
(Federal Trade Commission) made is clear that is already has the authority to crack down on junk 
emailer who engage in unfair or deceptive practive. The agency can obtain orders to shut down 
fraudulent mass marketing. It can also impose fines of up to $1 1,000 of each act of contempt if a 
company fails to abide by an agreement with the agency to clean up its act (see page 1, lines 5-8); 
comprising: 

♦ the policing server is provided at a government authority (see page 1, lines 5-8, the FTC 
(Federal Trade Commission) made is clear that is already has the authority to crack down 
on junk emailer who engage in unfair or deceptive practive. The agency can obtain orders 
to shut down fraudulent mass marketing. It can also impose fines of up to $11,000 of each 
act of contempt if a company fails to abide by an agreement with the agency to clean up 
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its act, see page 1, lines 25-26, member of the IMC (internet marketing council) will also 
have to offer customer to direct opt-out and comply with an ethics code that prohibits 
sending deceptive messages, see page 1, lines 27-28, it too calls for spammers to offer an 
opt-out choice. It also has an "email preference" option that allows consumers to remove 
their names from marketing email list, see page 1, lines 39-40, the bill aims to promote e- 
commerce by protecting consumer and ISP from bulk unsolicited email, giving the FTC 
(Federal Trade Commission) more authority to bust spammers who don't give an opt-out 
preference. It would make false return addresses illegal for commercial emailer, 
punishable by a fine of up to $5,000). 

Thus, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the combined system (McCormick - "Here is a zmail ban-spam button") 
with the teaching of to provide the policy server (which is provided at a government authority) in 
order to stop the junk email senders. 

1 8. In the claim 12, Courtney Macavinta (Staff Writer, CNET News.com "June 12, 1997") 
discloses the policing server is from an enforcement agency (Federal Trade Commission) (see 
page 1, lines 25-26, member of the IMC (internet marketing council) will also have to offer 
customer to direct opt-out and comply with an ethics code that prohibits sending deceptive 
messages, see page 1, lines 27-28, it too calls for spammers to offer an opt-out choice. It also has 
an "email preference" option that allows consumers to remove their names from marketing email 
list, see page 1, lines 39-40, the bill aims to promote e-commerce by protecting consumer and 
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ISP from bulk unsolicited email, giving the FTC (Federal Trade Commission) more authority to 
bust spammers who don't give an opt-out preference. It would make false return addresses illegal 
for commercial emailer, punishable by a fine of up to $5,000). 



19. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Chuong Ho whose telephone number is (703)306-4529. The 

examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9am to 3pm. 

20. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be direct to the group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 



Conclusion 



CH 



Date 01-21-04 




WELLINGTON CHIN 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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